
June 28, 1947 l 

Lederlc Labpratories, 

Peral Siver, N.Y. 

Dear I;r, Weil, 

Thank you very muoh for having sent your manuscript on type trans- 

formations in Shigella, I am returning it herewith, with apologies 

for my tardiness: it was temporarily mlslaii~, 

While we are having considerable success in reproducing the 

transformation from%Log*nic to aerogenic X. ooli, which I discussed 

at Cold Spring Harbor, Dr. Tatum and I feel that it would be quite 

useful to at least have in our hands strains of your transforming 

pairs. 3e should appreciate very much therefore, your sending them 

to us, as you indicated you might at the symposium. For the time being 

we would be more interested in the biochemical trazaformations you noted 

in the II - V sys.tem, but I hope that we shall, at a later date, be a 
able to impose upon you for some of the mono-specific absorbed serums. 

Conueming terminology, again, I notice that you adopted my sugestion 

that the expressions lboupledt ortassociated' be substituted for linked, 

in view of the special geiletiC collilot3tions of the latter. however, 

~linkedT has not been replaoed at several poirlts in your manusoript, fe,, 

pp. 5, and 6, This may be a fotiuitous accident in this oopy, but I 

take the liberty of oalling it to your attention. 

You mq be interested that I have not been able to find ;iny indication 

that either of Boivin's strains could ferment sucrose. I am inclined to 

the view that he may have +ncountered fortuitous mutants rvhich were sucrose 

positive in his ori$inrA description. In view,further, of Ns own scep- 

ticisms ooncerning the apparent transformation from suer+ to suer-, I-' 



- ;.- 

appems to me that there is no authentic precedent for the ,vczoupled’ 

transfomrations which you describe, ihis is &l the more wason that 

titi the Ehige3la system should be studied . 

Thmk you also for yo&xt? reprint, 'ii&y I add th& I have lonf; been 

interested in your ixzxznologioal arnd eyidemlologioal work, ;irld would 

greatly appreciate reprints of any of your F&lioations atht axe available. 

Yours sinesrely, 

Joshu& Lederberg. 


